Diwali
Divali is important for Sikhs for several reasons: it allows Sikhs to remember the bravery of Guru Hargobind, who was imprisoned with 52 Hindu princes for political reasons and the martyrdom of Bhai Mani Singh, who was the granthi at the Harmander Sahib (Golden Temple).
It is celebrated with Akhand Path, processions of the Guru Granth Sahib, fireworks, special langar, cleaned houses and special clothes being worn. 

Gurpurbs
Gurpurbs are festivals that celebrate the anniversary of births or deaths of Gurus. There are many celebrations throughout the year. However, the four gurpurbs that are celebrated the most widely are: the birthday of Guru Nanak (November) the birthday of Guru Gobind Singh (December/January) the martyrdom of Guru Arjan (June) the martyrdom of Guru Tegh Bahadur (November/December). They are celebrated with Akand Path, langar, Kathas about the Guru being remembered and sometimes street processions. In the Punjab they will be celebrated on the actual day, in the UK they are often marked on the closest Sunday. 

 
Ceremonies
Naam Karan (baby naming ceremony)
· Takes place in a Gurdwara.
· Family often take a donation or offering, rumalla are common (special cloth to cover the GGS)
· Mool Mantra is said.
· Granth opens GGS at random and the babies name is chosen using the first letter of the first word on the page.
· Baby is given a spoon of Amrit (water and sugar)
· Karah parshad (special spiritual food) is shared. 
Amrit Sanskar/Taking Amrit
(Joining the Khalsa)
· Follows the example of Guru Gobind Singh and the original 5 Khalsa members (Panj Piare- the five beloved ones)
· 5 Khalsa Sikhs will represent the Panj Piare
· The person being initiated will wear the 5K’s
· Readings from the GGS.
· Sugar and water are stirred with a Khanda making amrit.
· Sprinkled on eyes and hair of the initiate. 
· Promise to follow the Sikh Code of Conduct (Rehat Maryada) includes, not drinking, wearing the 5k’s, not cutting hair etc. 
· All take same name, Kaur (Princess) for a women, Singh (Lion)  for a man to show equality. 
     


The Golden Temple
Many Sikhs make a pilgrimage to the Harmander Sahib. ‘Harmander’ means ‘the temple of God’ and ‘Sahib’ is a sign of respect. This is the most famous place of worship for Sikhs.

The temple has doors on each side, to show equality, all welcome. Inside the temple is the original Adi Granth – the first version of the Guru Granth Sahib, which was compiled by Guru Arjan. A continuous reading of the Guru Granth Sahib is performed at the Golden Temple each day. The temple’s langar serves around 50,000 people every day.
Amritsar
Amritsar is a city in the Punjab. It is the centre of Sikhism and is where the Harmander Sahib, also called the Golden Temple, can be found. Amritsar was founded by Guru Ram Das in AD1577. He ordered a sacred pool or lake to be dug. This is called the Amrita Saras (‘Pool of Nectar’) and it is from this pool that the city gets its name.
The Harmander Sahib was built in the centre of the lake and completed in AD1604 by Guru Arjan.

Pilgrimage
A pilgrimage is a journey that has religious or spiritual significance, usually to an important religious place. Pilgrimage is not compulsory for Sikhs, and some Sikhs choose not to visit religious sites. Some Sikhs believe that the money spent on pilgrimage could be used as part of Vand Chhakna or sewa to help others.

However, for some Sikhs, going on a pilgrimage is important. When they go on a pilgrimage, Sikhs often visit important sites in India and the Punjab, where it is believed that Sikhism began.
Akhand Path
The Akand Path is the non-stop continuous reading of the Guru Granth Sahib from beginning to end. This reading is completed over 48 hours by many people. It lasts through the day and night until it is completed. There are many reasons to complete the Akand Path, including to honour important festivals or occasions such as marriage. The Akand Path is one way for Sikhs to perform seva.

 
Vaisakhi
Vaisakhi is the Sikh harvest festival. It shows gratitude and thanks for the harvest of food and crops that year. It became significant following the actions of Guru Gobind Singh and the formation of the Khalsa in AD1699. During Vaisakhi, many Sikhs remember solemn occasions from the past when other Sikhs were persecuted.

It is celebrated with Akhand Path, Nishan Sahib is replaced and the flag pole cleaned, There are sporting competitions and demonstrations of Sikh martial arts (Gatka) traditional Punjabi music and bhangra dancing. It is sometimes seen as the birthday of Sikhism and as a new year celebration.
Role
Run by the sangat as part of seva. A granthi is appointed to oversee the running of the Gurdwara. Gurdwaras are used to support and serve the sangat and the local community.

 E.g Social centre for the local community to meet and host events and groups, such as youth clubs. In the UK they may have legal advice, in the Punjab they may have health clinics or accommodation for visitors/pilgrims. They may teach Punjabi or have lessons by ragis in traditional Punjabi music for kirtan.  



Gurdwara: ‘Door Way to the Guru’
Features
Nishan Sahib, orange flag featuring the Sikh Khanda, serves as a welcome to all. 

Often four entrance doors to show that everyone is welcome. Main prayer hall is called the divan hall. The sach khand is the room where the Guru Granth Sahib is placed overnight. The langar, free kitchen anyone is welcome.  
Guru Granth Sahib is placed on a raised platform (Takht/throne) to show its importance. It is higher than the sangat


Daily worship at home
Most Sikhs do not have a copy of the Guru Granth Sahib in their home but many have a prayer book known as a gutka, which is treated with great respect by being clothed in a romalla (special cloth) when not in use.

Sikhs bath in the morning to symbolise God being all around them and to separate the sleep from their meditation. 

They meditate on God’s name by repeating the Japji Sahib and the Swayyas in the morning.  They may also use a prayer beads known as a mala; they will repeat ‘Waheguru’ as they pass the beads through their fingers.  In the evening the Rahiras, is recited at dusk and another prayer the Sohila at bedtime.



 
Vocabulary
Ragis: Punjabi musicians that accompany kirtan. 

Kirtan: devotional singing.

Granthi: One who reads the Guru Granth Sahib and runs the gurdwara. Can be a man or a woman, sometimes they are trained in the Punjab, sometimes paid, sometimes they live in the Gurdwara. 

Khanda Sikh symbol, featuring two kirpans and a central khanda double edged sword that the symbol is named after. 

Kathas Teaching about Sikhism and Sikh history in the Gurdwara. 

Gatka Traditional Sikh martial art often performed during special celebrations. The Nihangs are well known for their displays. 
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GCSE Ethics, Philosophy and Religion: Paper 3 Sikh Practices Knowledge Organiser

