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Key Ideas
	Christianity Beliefs and Teachings
	Key vocabulary and religious teachings
	Key Questions

	The Nature of God
	[image: Image result for line drawing moses red sea]Christians believe that God is omnibenevolent. The Bible frequently describes God as loving. Christians also believe that God is all-powerful. The Bible gives many examples of God showing his power, including in the creation of the world, and when he parted the Red Sea so the Israelites could leave Egypt. 
	Omnibenevolent*
	The state of being all-loving and infinitely good – a characteristic often attributed to God
	What would it mean for Christians if God was not omnibenevolent and omnipotent?

	
	
	Omnipotent*
	The all-powerful, almighty and unlimited nature of God
	

	
	
	For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16
	

	
	
	But you, Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness. Psalm 86:15
	

	
	
	Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the LORD drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land Exodus 14:21
	

	Evil and Suffering
	The existence of evil in the world poses a problem for Christians. If God is omnipotent and omnibenevolent, why does he not stop suffering? Christians may respond to this by saying that evil is a test from God (as seen in the book of Job), suffering is a result of sin, suffering is a result of free will or that suffering allows us to become better people
	Free will
	Having the ability to make our own decisions and choices
	Does the problem of evil and suffering prove God does not exist?

	
	
	‘Is God willing to prevent evil, but not able? Then he is not omnipotent. Is he able, but not willing? Then he is malevolent. Is he both able and willing? Then whence cometh evil? Is he neither able nor willing? Then why call him God?’  Epicurus
	

	
	
	12 The LORD said to Satan, “Very well, then, everything he has is in your power, but on the man himself do not lay a finger.” Job 1:12
	

	The Trinity
[image: Image result for trinity line drawing]
	Christians believe in one God who reveals himself as three persons – the Father who created the world, the Son who became incarnate in the person of Jesus and the Holy Spirit who is God’s continued presence in the world today.
	Trinity*
	The three persons of God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit
	Is Christianity really a monotheistic religion?

	
	
	Monotheism
	Belief in one God
	

	
	
	‘I and the Father are one’ John 10:30
	

	
	
	‘Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me’ John 14:11
	

	[image: Image result for world line drawing]Creation in Genesis
	The Christian creation stories can be found in Genesis 1-3. Genesis 1 describes God creating the universe in six days and resting on the seventh. Genesis 2 gives a slightly different account of what happened and describes Even being created from Adam’s rib. Genesis 3 describes Adam and Eve giving in to temptation.
	Literalist
	Believe the events of Genesis happened exactly as described
	Should all Christians believe that the Genesis accounts are literally true?

	
	
	Non-Literalists
	Believe the message of the stories in Genesis – that God created the world – is true, but the events didn’t happen as described.
	

	
	
	‘And God saw that it was good.’ Genesis 1:9
	

	
	
	 ‘Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib[h] he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man.’ Genesis 2:22
	

	
	
	‘So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken.’ Genesis 3:23
	

	Creation in John’s Gospel
	John’s account of creation describes the word as being alongside God at creation. Christians interpret this as being Jesus.
	Logos
	Greek for ‘word’. Refers to God’s creative spirit
	Why is the logos important to Christians?

	
	
	He was with God in the beginning John 1:2
	

	Jesus’ Incarnation 
	Christians believe that Jesus was God incarnated. They believe the events in Jesus’ life prove this – e.g. the virgin birth, Jesus’ ability to perform miracles.
	Incarnation*
	God becoming human in the form of Jesus
	Why do Christians believe Jesus was divine?

	
	
	‘The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us ‘John 1:14
	

	
	
	‘You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus.’ Luke 1:31
	

	[image: Image result for jesus crucifixion line drawing]Jesus’ Crucifixion
	Jesus was put to death because his teachings conflicted with the Jewish authorities. He was sentenced to death, mocked by soldiers and crucified at a place called Gologotha. He was crucified alongside two criminals and mocked by the crowd.
	Atonement*
	The belief that Jesus’ death on the cross healed the rift between humans and God
	Why is Jesus’ crucifixion important for Christians?

	
	
	Blasphemy
	Showing a lack of respect to God 
	

	
	
	Messiah
	Means ‘anointed one’. Used to refer to Jesus.
	

	
	
	‘And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.’ Matthew 27:50
	

	[image: Image result for jesus resurrection line drawing]Jesus’ Resurrection
	The resurrection is the most important Christian belief. It is recorded in all four gospels, although they differ on how the details of what happened. They all agree that on the Sunday after his crucifixion, some of Jesus’ followers went to the tomb and found it empty.
	Resurrection*
	The belief that Jesus rose from the dead on Easter Sunday, conquering death
	Do you agree that the resurrection is the most important Christian belief?

	
	
	‘but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus’ Luke 24:3
	

	
	
	‘And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.’ 1 Corinthians 15:14
	

	Jesus’ Ascension
	40 days after the resurrection, Jesus ascended (rose up) to his father in heaven.
	While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. Luke 24:51                                                                                                                                                                 
	Why is the ascension important?

	Salvation and Atonement
	Christians believe that the actions of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden mean that all humans are born with original sin. God sent Jesus to earth to atone for (take away) that sin through his death on the cross. 
	Salvation
	To be saved from sin
	Should we see all humans as sinful because of the actions of Adam and Eve?

	
	
	This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. Matthew 26:28
	

	
	
	‘Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering,’ Isaiah 53:4
	

	Salvation and Law
	Christians believe that the Bible is a book of divine Law – the rules and law of God by which Christians choose to live. By following the law, Christians hope to gain eternal life in heaven with God.
	Scripture
	[image: Image result for bible line drawing]A Holy Book 
	Are there any times when the Bible may not be a good source of authority?

	Salvation, Grace and the Spirit
	After Jesus ascended to heaven, God sent the Holy Spirit to bring the gift of grace to the apostles. Many Christians believe they continue to receive this gift today through receiving the sacraments.
	Grace
	A gift given by God to help Christians live good lives.
	Do all Christians need grace to live a good life?

	
	
	‘All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues[a] as the Spirit enabled them’ Acts 2:4
	

	[image: C:\Users\jennifer.rowlands\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\C3DD5DC5.tmp]Eschatological Beliefs

	Belief in life after death is central to Christianity. St Paul taught that if Christians do not believe in life after death, there is no point in being a Christian. In John’s Gospel, there are many signs which point to an afterlife, including when Jesus promises his disciples there is space for them in his father’s house
	Eschatological
	The ‘last things’ – e.g. heaven, hell
	Why are beliefs about life after death so important for Christians?

	
	
	Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life John 11:25
	

	
	
	“I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. John 14:6
	

	Judgement
	Christians believe that the parable of the sheep and the goats and the story of the rich man and Lazarus teaches that they will be judged when they die. If they live a good life, they will be able to go to heaven. If they do not live a good life, they will be sent to hell.
	“Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” Matthew 25:46
	Is a person really being ‘good’ if they are only doing it to get in to heaven?

	
	
	“He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.” Luke 16:31
	

	Resurrection
	Christians believe that even though their physical body will die, their soul goes on to live with God in heaven. At the end of time, their physical body will be resurrected and they will have eternal life with God
	[image: Image result for ghost line drawing]‘Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed’ 1 Corinthians 15:51
	Is there any proof that we will be raised from the dead after we die?

	NB: Keywords with a * and underlined could be asked as an a type questions
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