Key Concepts
(2 Mark Questions)
Adultery-
[image: Image result for adultery]
Sexual intercourse between a married person and a person who is not their spouse (husband/wife)
Divorce-[image: Image result for divorce]
to legally end a marriage
Cohabitation-[image: Image result for cohabitation]
to live together in a sexual relationship without being in a marriage or civil partnership
Commitment-[image: Image result for commitment]
a sense of dedication and obligation to someone or something

Contraception-
[image: Image result for contraception]
methods used to prevent pregnancy (pill, condom etc)
Gender equality-[image: Image result for gender equality]
people of all genders enjoying the same rights and opportunities in all aspects of their lives
Responsibilities-[image: Image result for responsibilities]
actions/duties you are expected to carry out
Roles-
[image: Image result for roles]
position, status or function of a person in society, as well as the characteristics and social behavior expected of them.

Remarriage and interfaith marriage
Catholics do not permit remarriage as marriage is a sacrament and once married you are always married in the eyes of God.  Sikhs allow remarriage as do some protestants although this may not be allowed in a church.
Interfaith marriage can pose problems about how to raise the family and festivals to follow etc.  
Non-religious views-  cohabitation
Pros 
Cons 
Moving in together will allow you to save money that you can use on your wedding. For some people, cohabitation is the next logical step before marriage.

Living together before you get married is not the recipe for success in marriage.
Cohabitation does not show the same commitment as marriage because marriage is a promise to stay together for life.


Issues of Relationships Knowledge Organiser 
Adultery
Christianity- Ten Commandments: “You shall not commit adultery.” It breaks the marriage vows (promises) breaks the holy sacrament of marriage. “What God has joined together let no man put asunder (separate).” But Jesus forgave the adulterous woman, he said ‘let he who is without sin cast the first stone.’
Sikhism – Like all religions, Sikhism teaches faithfulness in marriage.  Adultery is considered a serious sin.  Sikh marriage is a sacred bond and adultery breaks that bond, betrays trust and brings shame on the family. It is considered manmukh behaviour (selfcentred) ‘The self-willed manmukh is lured by another man’s wife’ 


Homosexuality
Christian Views: Catholics would reject gay marriage/sex. Any Same-Sex sexual relationships are a sin. ‘You shall not lie with a male as one lies with a female’. Sex should be creative which is not possible for homosexuals: ‘Be fruitful and multiply’ Marriage is a sacrament for a man and woman only. However, Jesus’s taught about compassion and did not say anything about homosexuality. Some churches perform gay marriages such as the Quaker Church 
Sikh Views: Sikhs teach that heterosexual marriage is intended by God and is the natural state in which people should live.  Therefore many Sikhs, are opposed to same – sex marriage.  The supreme Sikh religious body, the Akal Takht, issued a statement condemning same – sex marriage.  However, some more liberal Sikhs value the love and commitment of couples who wish to marry regardless of sexuality, and respect their desire for equal rights. 
Cohabitation Christianity
Cohabitation - Sikhism
Roman Catholics on cohabitation: Forbidden, devalues sex. You should remain chaste (practice chastity) before marriage. ‘Because of immoralities, each man is to have his own wife, and each woman is to have her own husband.’

Liberal Anglicans on cohabitation: Accepted as part of a committed relationship. The couple should plan on marriage. Marriage is still the ideal. ‘a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.’  
Sikhs do not approve of cohabitation because they believe a sexual relationship should only occur within a marriage.  Sikh teachings make it clear that marriage is intended by God and the natural state in which people should live.  

Lust is one of the five evil passions. 


Sikh marriage ceremony – Anand Karaj 
‘They alone are called husband and wife, who have one light in two bodies’ Guru Grant Sahib 788
Marriage is a religious act, a spiritual opportunity to become one spirit within two bodies.  The ceremony is called Anand Karaj, meaning blissful union.  Marriage is more than a social or legal contract, it is a union witnessed by God, shown in the presence of the Guru Granth Sahib at the marriage ceremony.  The ceremony will always be held in the Gurdwara, as this is where the Guru Granth Sahib is housed.  There are 4 Lavan hymns that are recited at a Sikh wedding, these remind the couple of their duties within that marriage.  The couple while these hymns are being read will walk around the Guru Granth Sahib 4 times.  Langar and Kara Prasad will always be shared at a marriage ceremony. 

Christian marriage ceremony
In church at the alter -so that God can witness the special promises/the vows (which are: to be faithful, follow God’s wishes about marriage & to love each other forever no matter the circumstance.)  The ring- is a symbol of eternal love – a circle has no beginning or end. The bride wears a white dress-to show she has not had sex before marriage; she has remained chaste (chastity). The priest says- ‘what God has joined together let no man put asunder.’ To show the couple are joined forever
Sometimes Catholics have Eucharist (bread and wine) 
Role of Men and Women
Christianity
Sikhism
Adam was created first & Eve was made as his helper.  St. Paul taught wives should obey their husbands. “Man is the head of the woman.” “Wives, submit to your husbands.” 
-Catholics believe the priest is acting in the place of Jesus, a man. St Paul said women should not speak in church but should ‘learn in quiet submission.’ Other churches eg church of England allow both men and women to be leaders because “You are all one in Christ Jesus.” 
Jesus treated women the same as men (e.g.  Martha & Mary). “There is no… male nor female… for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”
Sikhism teaches that men and women are created equal and all have a divine spark.  "He Himself created all women and men" Guru Grant Sahib 304.
Guru Nanak spoke up on behalf of women as the people who carry not only the next generation, but also the culture and values of a community, he said “From her kings are born”.  Guru Amar Das appointed women preachers within Sikhism.  Guru Gobind Singh allowed women to join the Khalsa, wear the 5 Ks and take the last name Kaur – meaning they were no longer having to take the last name of their husbands.

All the Gurus were men, this could suggest that Waheguru choses men for positions of leadership.  Some Sikh women feel that traditional Indian culture, rather than Sikhism itself, has limited the equality they may experience in society or family, sometimes finding themselves in very traditional family roles.


Christianity on Divorce
Jesus taught that no-one should break up a marriage: “What God has joined together let no man separate.” You promise – ‘till death us do part’ in front of God. St. Paul taught “A man must not divorce his wife.” Divorce could be a last resort as it is the loving thing to do (“Love one another because love comes from God.”) Any Catholic who is divorced is not permitted to take part in the sacrament of Eucharist
Sikhism on divorce 
Divorce is allowed but only as a last resort. Sikhs believe that marriage should be for life; the couple should be “one spirit in two bodies”.  The couple have sealed their marriage before God.  The couple’s families will do everything they can to support a couple who are struggling in a marriage to ensure that it doesn’t end in divorce.  Grounds for divorce might include, adultery, cruelty, desertion, or change of religion. 
Sex and Contraception. 
Christians and Sikhs sex is a gift for marriage only (some Liberal Christians allow sex before marriage if the couple plan on marriage). Views vary on contraception- Some Sikhs believe that sensible family planning is acceptable and morally responsible behaviour in a marriage, other Sikhs will disagree with the use of contraception because they believe that sex is a gift from God that should be used to have children.  Some Sikhs take the view that excessive sex without allowing children to be conceived is lust – one of the 5 evil passions.  Catholics believe a child is a gift from God “Go forth and multiply” so contraception should not be used.  However other Christians might argue contraception is acceptable to plan your family and because the Bible doesn’t specifically mention it. 
21st Century Family 
Christianity: Christians believe the family to be important because God created Adam & Eve to be a family unit.  They would say the most ideal situation would be a nuclear family: one where the father and mother are married with their natural born children. The children should obey and respect their parents. ‘Honour your father and mother.”
Sikhism:  The family is the essential social unit in Sikh society.  Guru Nanak preached that the life of the householder was the highest path to spirituality.  “The householders assert their faith in family life” Guru Granth Sahib 71. All the adult Gurus were married and they believed that the family was the basis for a strong, safe, secure society.  The family is where children are trained in the 5 Sikh virtues, such as compassion. 
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